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€ Executive Summary

Thailand's GDP Structure in 2026

Thailand's economy reached an estimated $574 billion GDP in 2025, with
projected growth of 3.1% into 2026. The economy is transitioning from
agriculture-dependent to a diversified industrial and services powerhouse, with
manufacturing remaining the dominant sector at 27% of GDP.

This report maps employment opportunity across Thailand's 10 GDP-aligned
industry categories, covering 77 provinces organized into 6 hiring regions. The
data is sourced from IMF World Economic Outlook, World Bank Open Data, and
real-time job market intelligence from the JobASEAN network.

GDP Contribution by Industry

27% 15%

Manufacturing Retail & E-Commerce
12% 8%

Finance & Business Services Construction & Trades
8% 7%

Agriculture & Farming Transport & Logistics
7% 6%

F&B & Hospitality IT & Technology

5% 5%

Real Estate & Facilities Healthcare & Wellness

$574B 72M 3.1%

GDP (2025 EST.) POPULATION PROJECTED GROWTH

The following sections break down each industry: its share of GDP, the key hiring
provinces, in-demand roles, and what employers should know about the talent
landscape in 2026.



© Manufacturing

27% of GDP — Thailand's Largest Employment Sector

27% of GDP

27% 5.9M #1

GDP SHARE WORKERS EXPORT SECTOR

Thailand is Southeast Asia's largest manufacturing hub, with the automotive,
electronics, and food processing subsectors dominating output. The Eastern
Economic Corridor (EEC) spanning Chonburi, Rayong, and Chachoengsao
continues to attract foreign direct investment in advanced manufacturing.

Key Hiring Provinces

Samut Prakan, Chonburi, Rayong, Pathum Thani, Ayutthaya, Nakhon Ratchasima,
Chachoengsao, Saraburi, Lamphun

In-Demand Roles

Production Manager Quality Control Engineer
CNC Operator Supply Chain Analyst
Industrial Engineer Maintenance Technician
EHS Manager Automation Engineer

2026 Outlook

EV manufacturing is accelerating, with Chinese and Japanese OEMs expanding
Thai operations. Demand for battery technology specialists and automation
engineers is outpacing supply. Thailand's Board of Investment (BOI) incentives
continue to attract FDI in advanced manufacturing.

See live Thailand Manufacturing jobs —» jobasean.com/th/



https://jobasean.com/th/

€) Retail & E-Commerce

15% of GDP — Thailand's Digital Commerce Transformation

15% of GDP

15% 4.2M $25B

GDP SHARE WORKERS E-COMMERCE MARKET

Thailand's retail sector is undergoing rapid digital transformation. E-commerce
platforms like Shopee, Lazada, and TikTok Shop have reshaped consumer
behavior. Social commerce through LINE, Facebook, and Instagram generates an
estimated 30% of online retail transactions.

Key Hiring Provinces

Bangkok, Nonthaburi, Chiang Mai, Phuket, Khon Kaen, Nakhon Ratchasima, Hat
Yai (Songkhla), Udon Thani

In-Demand Roles

E-Commerce Manager Digital Marketing Specialist
Social Commerce Analyst Warehouse Operations Lead
Store Manager Content Creator

Customer Service Lead Marketplace Specialist

2026 Outlook

Live commerce and social selling continue to grow at 35%+ annually. Retailers
are hiring digital-first talent to manage omnichannel operations. Last-mile
delivery expansion is creating logistics roles in secondary cities. TikTok Shop's
rapid growth is driving demand for content creators and marketplace specialists.

See live Thailand Retail jobs - jobasean.com/th/



https://jobasean.com/th/

@ Finance & Business Services

12% of GDP — Banking, Insurance, and Professional Services

12% of GDP

12% 1.8M 30+

GDP SHARE WORKERS COMMERCIAL BANKS

Thailand's financial sector is one of ASEAN's most developed, anchored by major
banks (Bangkok Bank, Kasikornbank, SCB), insurance companies, and a growing
fintech ecosystem. The Bank of Thailand's regulatory sandbox has accelerated
digital banking innovation.

Key Hiring Provinces

Bangkok, Nonthaburi, Samut Prakan, Chiang Mai, Khon Kaen

In-Demand Roles

Fintech Developer Risk Analyst
Compliance Officer Data Scientist
Insurance Actuary Wealth Manager
Credit Analyst AML Specialist

2026 Outlook

Digital banking licenses, mobile payment adoption, and crypto regulation are
reshaping the industry. Banks are competing for tech talent against startups. ESG
reporting requirements are creating new compliance and advisory roles. Cross-
border payment solutions for ASEAN trade corridors drive demand for fintech
expertise.

See live Thailand Finance jobs - jobasean.com/th/



https://jobasean.com/th/

© Construction & Trades

8% of GDP — Infrastructure and Urban Development

8% of GDP

8% 2.8M $30B

GDP SHARE WORKERS ANNUAL INVESTMENT

Major infrastructure projects including the Bangkok-Nakhon Ratchasima high-
speed rail, Bangkok mass transit extensions, and EEC industrial estate
development continue to drive construction employment. Thailand also has a
large informal construction workforce, with growing pressure to formalize and
upskill.

Key Hiring Provinces

Bangkok, Nonthaburi, Chonburi, Rayong, Nakhon Ratchasima, Samut Prakan,
Chiang Mai, Phuket

In-Demand Roles

Project Manager Civil Engineer

Site Supervisor Structural Engineer
Electrician (Licensed) Heavy Equipment Operator
BIM Specialist Safety Manager

2026 Outlook

The high-speed rail project and mass transit expansion are multi-year hiring
drivers. Skilled trades shortages persist, especially for licensed electricians,
welders, and heavy equipment operators. BIM adoption is accelerating, creating
demand for digitally skilled construction professionals.

See live Thailand Construction jobs - jobasean.com/th/



https://jobasean.com/th/

@ Agriculture & Farming

8% of GDP — Feeding ASEAN and the World

8% of GDP

8% 11.4M #2

GDP SHARE WORKERS RICE EXPORTER

Agriculture employs the largest portion of Thailand's workforce despite its lower
GDP share, reflecting productivity challenges. Key exports include rice, rubber,
cassava, sugar, and tropical fruits. Agtech adoption is gradually modernizing the
sector, with precision farming and cold chain logistics attracting investment.

Key Hiring Provinces

Nakhon Ratchasima, Ubon Ratchathani, Khon Kaen, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai,
Nakhon Si Thammarat, Surat Thani, Udon Thani, Buriram

In-Demand Roles

Farm Manager Agronomist
Agricultural Engineer Cold Chain Manager
Quality Inspector Export Coordinator
Agtech Specialist Sustainability Officer

2026 Outlook

Precision agriculture, drone technology, and smart irrigation are creating new
tech-adjacent roles in rural provinces. Climate change adaptation is driving
demand for sustainability expertise. Thailand's food processing exports remain
globally competitive, supporting employment in processing and export logistics.

See live Thailand Agriculture jobs - jobasean.com/th/



https://jobasean.com/th/

@ Transport & Logistics

7% of GDP — ASEAN's Logistics Crossroads

7% of GDP

7% 1.5M #3

GDP SHARE WORKERS ASEAN PORT VOLUME

Thailand's strategic position in mainland Southeast Asia makes it a natural
logistics hub. Laem Chabang port, Suvarnabhumi Airport, and the expanding road
and rail network support cross-border trade with Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, and
Malaysia. E-commerce growth has supercharged last-mile delivery demand.

Key Hiring Provinces

Bangkok, Samut Prakan, Chonburi, Nakhon Ratchasima, Rayong, Khon Kaen,
Chiang Mai, Surat Thani

In-Demand Roles

Logistics Manager Fleet Coordinator
Customs Broker Warehouse Supervisor
Last-Mile Driver Import/Export Specialist
Supply Chain Planner Cold Chain Technician

2026 Outlook

Cross-border trade with CLMV countries (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam)
continues to expand. Warehouse automation and WMS (warehouse management
system) adoption are creating tech-adjacent logistics roles. The Land Bridge
megaproject connecting the Gulf of Thailand to the Andaman Sea would, if
approved, reshape southern Thailand's logistics landscape.

See live Thailand Transport jobs —» jobasean.com/th/



https://jobasean.com/th/

€ F&B & Hospitality

7% of GDP — Tourism and Gastronomy Capital of Asia

7% of GDP

7% 3.8M 35M+

GDP SHARE WORKERS TOURIST ARRIVALS (EST.)

Tourism is a cornerstone of Thailand's economy, with international arrivals
expected to exceed 35 million in 2026. The sector spans hotels, restaurants,
street food, catering, and entertainment. Thailand's culinary reputation drives
food tourism and supports a massive F&B supply chain.

Key Hiring Provinces

Bangkok, Phuket, Chiang Mai, Surat Thani (Koh Samui), Krabi, Chonburi,
Songkhla, Nakhon Ratchasima

In-Demand Roles

Hotel General Manager Executive Chef
Restaurant Manager Events Coordinator
Tour Operations Manager F&B Supervisor
Revenue Manager Guest Relations Lead

2026 Outlook

Post-pandemic recovery is complete, with tourism employment back at pre-2020
levels. Chinese tourist return and Indian tourist growth are the biggest hiring
drivers. Wellness tourism, eco-tourism, and culinary tourism are creating
premium hospitality roles. Staff shortages in hospitality persist, driving wages
upward in key tourist destinations.

See live Thailand Hospitality jobs —» jobasean.com/th/



https://jobasean.com/th/

© IT & Technology

6% of GDP — Thailand's Skills Shortage Crisis

6% of GDP

6% 700K 40K+

GDP SHARE IT WORKERS ANNUAL SHORTFALL

Thailand's tech sector punches below its weight relative to the economy's needs.
An estimated 40,000+ unfilled IT positions exist annually, with critical shortages
in Al/ML, cybersecurity, cloud architecture, and data engineering. Bangkok is the
primary tech hub, with Chiang Mai emerging as a remote work and startup
center.

Key Hiring Provinces

Bangkok, Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, Chiang Mai, Chonburi (EEC), Khon Kaen

In-Demand Roles

Software Engineer Al/ML Engineer
DevOps Engineer Cybersecurity Analyst
Cloud Architect Data Engineer
Product Manager UX/UI Designer

2026 Outlook

The skills gap is widening. Thailand produces approximately 25,000 IT graduates
annually against demand for 65,000+. Salaries for mid-senior developers have
risen 20-30% in two years. Companies are increasingly hiring remote talent from
secondary cities and neighboring countries. Al adoption across industries is
creating a new wave of demand for ML engineers and data scientists.

See live Thailand IT jobs —» jobasean.com/th/
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https://jobasean.com/th/

& Real Estate & Facilities

5% of GDP — Property Development and Management

5% of GDP

5% 800K $12B

GDP SHARE WORKERS ANNUAL TRANSACTIONS

Thailand's real estate sector encompasses residential development
(condominiums, housing estates), commercial property, industrial estates, and
facilities management. The sector is cyclical, with current activity driven by EEC
industrial development, Bangkok condo market recovery, and industrial
warehouse demand from e-commerce growth.

Key Hiring Provinces

Bangkok, Nonthaburi, Chonburi, Phuket, Chiang Mai, Samut Prakan, Rayong,
Nakhon Ratchasima

In-Demand Roles

Property Development Manager Facilities Manager

Real Estate Agent Leasing Manager
Building Engineer Property Valuer

Asset Manager Sustainability Consultant

2026 Outlook

Industrial estate development in the EEC corridor and logistics warehouse
construction are the strongest subsectors. Green building certifications and ESG
requirements are creating sustainability and compliance roles. The Bangkok office
market is adjusting to hybrid work patterns, with facilities management adapting
to flexible workspace models.

11



See live Thailand Real Estate jobs —» jobasean.com/th/
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https://jobasean.com/th/

& Healthcare & Wellness

5% of GDP — Medical Hub of Asia

5% of GDP

5% 500K 3.5M

GDP SHARE HEALTHCARE WORKERS MEDICAL TOURISTS (EST.)

Thailand is a global leader in medical tourism, with hospitals like Bumrungrad
International attracting patients from the Middle East, Europe, and ASEAN. The
sector also includes the traditional wellness industry (Thai massage, spas),
pharmaceutical manufacturing, and a growing digital health ecosystem.

Key Hiring Provinces

Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, Chonburi, Nakhon Ratchasima, Khon Kaen,
Songkhla, Surat Thani

In-Demand Roles

Registered Nurse Physician (Specialist)
Hospital Administrator Pharmacist

Medical Technologist Wellness Center Manager
Health Informatics Specialist Telemedicine Coordinator

2026 Outlook

Nursing shortages are critical, with an estimated 50,000 unfilled nursing positions
across the country. Medical tourism continues to drive premium healthcare
employment in Bangkok and resort destinations. Digital health startups and
telemedicine platforms are creating new health-tech roles. Thailand's aging
population is fueling demand for eldercare services and geriatric specialists.

See live Thailand Healthcare jobs —» jobasean.com/th/
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https://jobasean.com/th/

& Regional Hiring Map

6 Regions — 77 Provinces — Where Thailand Hires

Thailand's employment landscape is heavily concentrated in the Bangkok
Metropolitan Region and the Eastern Seaboard. However, government
decentralization policies, infrastructure investment, and remote work trends are
gradually distributing opportunity to secondary cities and regional centers.

Bangkok Metropolitan Region (BMR)
GDP Dominance: ~44% of national GDP. Finance, IT, retail, services hub.

6 Provinces: Bangkok, Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, Samut Prakan, Samut Sakhon, Nakhon
Pathom

Central Thailand
Strength: Manufacturing, agriculture, and food processing corridor.

19 Provinces: Ayutthaya, Saraburi, Lop Buri, Nakhon Sawan, Suphan Buri, Ang Thong, Sing
Buri, Chai Nat, Uthai Thani, Kanchanaburi, Ratchaburi, Phetchaburi, Prachuap Khiri Khan,
Samut Songkhram, Nakhon Nayok, Prachin Buri, Sa Kaeo, Chachoengsao, Phichit

Eastern Thailand (EEC)
Strength: Advanced manufacturing, automotive, electronics, deep-sea port.

4 Provinces: Chonburi, Rayong, Chanthaburi, Trat

Northern Thailand
Strength: Tourism, agriculture, emerging tech hub (Chiang Mai), and crafts.

17 Provinces: Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Lamphun, Lampang, Mae Hong Son, Phayao, Nan,
Phrae, Uttaradit, Phitsanulok, Sukhothai, Tak, Kamphaeng Phet, Phetchabun, Nakhon Sawan,
Uthai Thani, Nong Khai

Northeastern Thailand (Isan)

Strength: Agriculture, food processing, growing industrial parks, cross-border trade
with Laos.

14



20 Provinces: Nakhon Ratchasima, Khon Kaen, Udon Thani, Ubon Ratchathani, Buriram,
Surin, Si Sa Ket, Maha Sarakham, Roi Et, Chaiyaphum, Nong Bua Lamphu, Loei, Mukdahan,
Nakhon Phanom, Sakon Nakhon, Kalasin, Yasothon, Amnat Charoen, Nong Khai, Bung Kan

Southern Thailand
Strength: Tourism, rubber, palm oil, fishing, and port operations.

14 Provinces: Surat Thani, Phuket, Krabi, Phang Nga, Ranong, Chumphon, Nakhon Si
Thammarat, Songkhla, Trang, Phatthalung, Satun, Yala, Narathiwat, Pattani

Explore all regions —» jobasean.com/th/
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& 2026 Hiring Outlook

What GDP Shifts Mean for Your Hiring Plan

Thailand's labor market in 2026 is shaped by five macro trends that every HR
leader should understand:

1, The IT skills gap is a national emergency. Thailand needs 65,000+ new
IT professionals per year but graduates only 25,000. Companies that cannot
attract tech talent locally are turning to remote hiring across ASEAN.

2 EV manufacturing is the next employment wave. Chinese and Japanese
automakers are building EV plants in the EEC. Battery technology, automation,
and green energy roles will drive Eastern Thailand hiring for the next decade.

3 Social commerce is redefining retail employment. Traditional retail
roles are declining while digital commerce, content creation, and marketplace
management roles are surging. Live selling on TikTok and Facebook is a major
employer of young Thais.

4, Healthcare shortages will worsen before they improve. Thailand's
aging population, combined with medical tourism growth, is creating
unsustainable pressure on nursing and clinical staff. Wages in healthcare are
rising fastest among all sectors.

5 Secondary cities are becoming viable hiring markets. Remote work
infrastructure, improved internet connectivity, and cost-of-living advantages are
making Chiang Mai, Khon Kaen, and Nakhon Ratchasima increasingly competitive
for talent.

What This Means for Employers

» Salary benchmarks must be updated quarterly, not annually. Market rates are
moving fast.

* Hiring timelines for IT roles now average 60-90 days. Plan accordingly.

* Social media profiling reveals candidate fit that CVs never show. The open
window in Asian hiring.

16



* GDP-aligned hiring strategies outperform generic job posting. Hire where the
economy is growing.

Track Thailand's evolving job market —» jobasean.com/th/
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About JobASEAN

JObASEAN is the GDP employment intelligence platform for Asia. We map
hiring patterns, industry trends, and talent flows across 13 Asian
countries using real-time job market data, IMF projections, and World
Bank economic indicators.

Our Al assistant Maya reads CVs, evaluates candidates, and generates
complete hiring profiles — so you spend time interviewing the right
people, not screening the wrong ones.

Thailand Indonesia India Singapore
Vietnam Philippines Bangladesh \EIENSE]
Pakistan Myanmar Cambodia Laos

Sri Lanka

You have open positions.
Upload a CV and let Maya screen it free.

Try Maya Free -
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